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Siwa's wife, becomes Durga; Wisnumurti or Brahmamurti are
the Jbodha manifestations of the gods Wisnu or Brahma, and
the average Balinese has come to regard them as many-armed,
ten-headed demons of mythology, because their freakish appear-
ance is incompatible with his idea of divinity. The notion re-
mains, however, that a formula of magic intended to give the
spiritual health for which they strive, if turned backwards (as in
the case of Rangda's book on magic), becomes a powerful source
of evil magic. Thus magic is sharply divided into good magic
of the " right/' penengen, and magic of the " left/' pengiwa,
black and evil; both based on the same principles and almost
identical in procedure.

THE PENGIWA. HOW TO BECOME A LEYAK

The learned, those possessing a highly trained mystic power,
often become " infected in their heart" and misuse their knowl-
edge to transform themselves into werewolves who revel in crime
and blood, reverting to the wicked instincts of demons. They
instruct pupils in the secret magic and become chiefs of legions
of leyafcs.

When I first became interested in magic, my Balinese friends
tried to dissuade me, claiming that unending calamities would
befall me if I persisted. None would admit he knew anything
about how to become a leyalc and in general the subject was
delicate as a matter of conversation. Eventually someone
brought me a manuscript for sale, probably stolen, obviously be-
longing to the magic lore. The very sight of it frightened them,
and it was with certain difficulty that I induced my usually skep-
tical teacher of Balinese to help me translate the text. Even he
deliberately distorted the order of the syllables and I had to
correct them afterwards, checking and rechecking individual
words. Later on I obtained another palm-leaf book which was
considerably more accessible because it contained magic of the
" right/' and from the two I tried to procure a general cross-
section of magic procedures.